Lt. David R. Kingsley
6/27/1918 — 6/24/1944

Kingsley Field’s Namesake

Kingsley Field is named for Second Lieutenant
David R. Kingsley, an Oregon World War Il
hero killed in action on June 23, 1944, during
a bombing mission over the oil fields at
Ploesti, Rumania. Lieutenant Kingsley served
as a bombardier on a B-17F aircraft which
became severely damaged by intense flak
during the bomb run and from attacks by
German ME-109 enemy fighters during

egress.

When his pilot commanded the crew to bail

out, Lieutenant Kingsley immediately began assisting two wounded

gunners into their parachute harnesses. The tail gunner’s harness,

believed to be, damaged, could not be
located. With disregard for his own
means of escape, Lieutenant Kingsley
put his own harness on the wounded
tail gunner and aided the men in bailing
out.

Lieutenant Kingsley’s body was later
found in the B-17 wreckage.
Lieutenant Kingsley, directly
responsible for saving the life of the
wounded gunner, posthumously
received the Medal of Honor award for
his heroic, gallant action.



